Living Sacrifices (Genesis 22) – Family Devotional
Preparation
· Have all of your children bring their favorite stuffed animal to the devotional.  You will also need some string, some wood, if you have it, and a fake sword or dagger for each of the children.
· For older children, you can have them bring their iPods or whatever favorite thing they may have.

Devotional
· Have everyone in the family talk about your favorite stuffed animal…

· Why is it their favorite?

· What does it provide for them? 

· Security

· Encouragement

· Fun

· How would you feel if you had to give up your stuffed animal?

· Tell the story of Abraham and Isaac from Gen 22

· Read/ Paraphrase as the age of your children allow

· Remind them about the promise God had made to Abraham about making a nation from Isaac (Gen 17:19-21)
· How do you think Abraham felt about his son Isaac?

· He loved him 
· He cared about him

· He didn’t want to see bad things happen to him

· Talk about how much you love your children

· How you would protect them from anything

· Remind them of a time when you protected them from harm/ injury

· Talk about loving them enough to teach them about following God.
· Why was Abraham willing to take Isaac and sacrifice him?

· Because he loved God more than anything else
· He believed that God was going to do a miracle

· He trusted God with everything he had, including his son

· How did Abraham show his complete love for God?

· He obeyed and went to offer Isaac

· His heart was shown by his willingness to give up Isaac

· Because of his obedience, God did a miracle

· He provided a Ram so that Isaac could live

· Abraham ended up not losing his son after all

· God came through because of Abraham’s heart and willingness to sacrifice everything. 
Act It Out:

· Replay the story. Have someone pretend to be God talking to Abraham… One child will be Abraham… Their stuffed animal is Isaac… Make a big procession out of it… Have them tie the stuffed animal… Put it on the wood… Get ready to sacrifice the stuffed animal… Then have someone pretend to be a ram caught in a thicket…Celebrate God providing for them!
Lesson Learned:

· God calls us to be willing to give up everything for him. 
· Talk about what keeps us from being willing to sacrifice for God

· Give practical ideas for the whole family to help everyone to be able to sacrifice for God. 
