Counterfeit Gods

Bible Talk
TEXT - ACTS 17:16-31

BIG IDEA: To emphasize how disciples of Jesus must be, as Paul was, greatly distressed by “all the idols” - that is, Counterfeit Gods - which surround us. And going a step farther, we must allow that distress to move us to reach up to God and out to others.
OPENING QUESTION
· What makes you angry and/or upset? How do you typically respond/react (get quiet and depressed, loud and agitated, internalize thinking you can’t effect any real change?)
· We’re going to look at a man who was greatly distressed by something. We’ll see what he was distressed by and what he did about it.

READ ACTS 17:16-21
· What upset Paul as we walked around Athens? (city was full of idols)
· What’s an idol? (anything/anyone we put before God or trust in vs. God… examples?)
· Why was this upsetting to Paul? (hurts God and us… gives us a false security, deceived, damned)
· What did he do about it? (spoke up! began to reason with those who were present… tells them about Jesus)
· What did the people spend their time doing? (sitting around and talking about the latest ideas)
· Let’s see how Paul’s reasoning progressed...
READ ACTS 17:22-31

· How do we see Paul reaching out to the people? (looks for a common starting point “I see you are very religious – doesn’t just bash them)
· What points is Paul making about the “worship” of the people? (he clears up God’s true qualities, the real God doesn’t live in temples, not served by human hands…)
· Was it controversial to the first century listeners? (1. the bulk of their culture and economy was based on this false idolatry. 2. he calls them out on ignorance. 3. he calls them to repent because ignorance is no excuse)

· How would things in Athens change if people really repented and believed? (temples would close, people would be out of work, tourism would decrease dramatically as people wouldn’t be coming to “worship” their own gods, citizens would )
Ok, let’s take ourselves out of the first century for a moment and imagine if Paul were to visit our city in 2010. Would he be greatly distressed? How do we accept counterfeit versions of God? What idols would he see? How would our city change if people exposed and actually the counterfeit gods of out culture?
ACTS 17:32-33 Responses to Paul’s reproof
1. Some sneered (arrogance, dismissed him - how can you do that to challenges)
2.  Others “we want to hear you again” - - good or bad? Seems good until you remember that they probably just wanted to sit around and talk about it more (why Paul left). Have you ever studied out a reason to repent without doing anything about it? Tell me about that.
3. A few actually believed. How would Dionysius’ and Damaris’ lives change? How would your life change if you radically repented from idols in your life?

FINAL CHARGE:

· There is a lot of things which can upset/distress us (recall some of the things which were shared). Let it be that we are upset by what God is upset by. Let’s be like Paul, ultimately – Jesus, who did something about it.

Extend invitation to guests to study the Bible and learn more…
