Wholehearted Love for God - Family Devotional
The main Idea: “To love me is to know me.”

· Identifying and getting rid of idols is not easy. It takes effort and commitment.  Because things that serve as idols are things that we know very well, enjoy a lot, and often love on a deep level. So at this point give yourself some credit if you have identified your idols and began to eliminate them. The next step after getting rid of idols is to replace the space they held with a deep love for God.
· What do you think happens to the space something held when you get rid of it?

Illustration: Vacuum Bag (Explain the concept of a vacuum machin)e:
Air is mechanically driven out of the vacuum bag, which leaves a void. That void causes air to rush into the bag, which carries dust and other particles.
· Our hearts work the same way, when we remove something, it creates a vacuum that causes something else to rush in to replace it.
· We must choose to replace our idols with a love for God. 
· How do we develop a love for God?

· Name 5 people who you know very well.

· Name 5 people who you love with all your heart.

· How many people are in both groups?

· Now name something that only you have experienced with the people you love. (A loving relationship comes with special incidents, circumstances, situations, knowledge, etc.)

· Is your relationship with God special?  If so, name something that only you know about or have experienced with your relationship with God. (What’s special between you and God?)

· To love God with all your heart is to know Him very well and to have a special relationship.

· To love God with all your heart is to seek Him with a passion… Read Jeremiah 29:13.

· We need study God (reading His word, prayer).

· We need to know what He likes (love, humility, etc) and dislikes (lying, pride, disobedience, etc.)… Read Galatians 5:16-26.

Decision:

We need to give Him a commitment with our hearts that will last a lifetime.

