The Hidden Idols
Bible Talk
MAIN IDEA: Be aware of hidden idols, even among those committed to God.
INTRODUCTION: Most of this month we’ve discussed more obvious idols in our lives (success, $, etc.). Tonight, we’ll consider ‘hidden’ idols…
Jonah 1:1-3

· Who was Jonah?  <one of God’s prophets>
· What did God ask him to do?  <go to Nineveh and preach against it>
· What did Jonah do instead?  <ran away, set sail for Tarshish>
· God sends a storm upon Jonah’s ship: 
Jonah 1:4

· And they throw him overboard…

Jonah 1:12

· Jonah is swallowed by a fish!


Jonah 1:17

Jonah 2:1-10

· While in the fish’s belly, what realization does Jonah come to about idols?  <vs. 8>
· How can we forfeit grace by clinging to idols?
· Why would Jonah disobey God? What idols could he have been holding on to?  <fear, selfishness, stubbornness>

Jonah 3


· How did the Ninevites respond to Jonah’s preaching?  <they repented immediately!>
· What idols were the Ninevites holding on to?  <evil ways, violence>
· How did God respond to Nineveh’s repentance?  <He was compassionate>
Jonah 4:1-3

· How does Jonah respond to God’s compassion?  <he gets angry!>
· Why would Jonah be angry? What hidden idols was Jonah still holding on to? (let people wrestle with the answer before giving it to them)  <deep seated nationalism for Israel, hatred for the Ninevites, judgmentalism of those who were NOT of Israel, racism, he wanted God to punish them>
· Jonah was a prophet of God and his life shows that it’s possible to have hidden idols even among those committed to God.

· What hidden idols relating to your commitment to God might you have? (let everyone share) <religious traditions, doctrine, arrogance in dealing with other faiths/beliefs/denominations, etc.>
Matt 12:38-41

· The Pharisees & teachers of the law had no visible signs of idolatry. What were their ‘hidden’ idols? <religious traditions, doctrine, arrogance in dealing with other faiths/beliefs/denominations, etc.>
· Instead of a miraculous sign, what sign did Jesus give to call the religious to repentance? <The sign of Jonah. His own death, burial, and resurrection>
· If the Ninevites repented at Jonah’s preaching, and now one greater than Jonah is here (Jesus), how should we respond?  <repent!>
Extend invitation to guests to study the Bible and learn more…
