Compassion for the Lost – Family Devotional
Opening Activity:

The Helpless Sheep Game
· Props: Cake or some kind of treat, blindfolds, two small plastic plates with water on the bottom, two towels to go under the plate, two plastic plates with some sand in them, two towels to go under the plate

· Preparation:  Hide the treat in a place where the children cannot find it easily. After you blindfold the children, place the plates on the floor with towels under them.

· Instructions: Have all of the children get on their hands and knees to cat like sheep. Read a description of sheep (Below). Tell them that they will be the sheep and there is a wonderful treat awaiting them but they have no idea where it is. They cannot speak, only “Bah.” They can bah when they are sad, happy whatever. Then you blindfold them. Tell them they have to find the treat. Put the plates on the floor where they will run into them with the blindfolds on. Give them a few minutes to stagger about and run into the plates. After a little while read Matthew 9:36. Then go to the oldest child and ask them if they want a shepherd? If they say yes, remove the blindfold and lead them to the treat. Then tell that child to go to the next oldest child and ask them if they want a shepherd? If they say yes, have them remove the blindfold and lead them to you and you lead the child to the treat. Then tell that child to go to the next oldest child and continue on down.
Discussion Questions & Devotional:

· How did it feel to be blind and running into the obstacles?
· How did knowing that there was a treat out there affect your thinking?

· Did you ever feel like giving up on the treat?
· How did it feel when you were offered a shepherd to help you find the treat?

Read Matthew 9:35-10:7
· Why did Jesus call the people “harassed and helpless” when they didn’t have a shepherd?

· How does this idea connect to our game?

· How does having idols in our life make us “harassed and helpless”?

· What are some of the idols we see in the lives of the people around us? In school? In families? At work?

· It says that Jesus had compassion on them. What does compassion mean?
· Do we feel compassion towards people or do we look down on them?

· If we just look down on them, how does that lead us to act towards them?

· Have we ever been led astray by idols?

· How should our own mistakes help us to have more compassion on people?

· How does this relate to the game we played?

· What was Jesus’ response to the compassion he felt?

· How does this relate to our game?

· What are some of the things that keep us from acting on compassion?

· What would a compassionate response look like for us this week? (Share passages to address these areas)
· Disobedience: Matthew 28:18-20, I Samuel 15:22-23

· Fear: Joshua 1:9, Ephesians 6:19-20

· Laziness: Proverbs 18:9
· How do these relate to idols that enter our life?
· Share decisions as a family and pray for each other

Ideas to make this age appropriate:

· The devo should be fine as it is for kids elementary through high school.

· For toddlers you can change the questions to:

· How does it feel when you are lost?

· If you saw someone who was lost how could you help them?

· How would you feel if you were lost and no one would help you?

· Jesus came to help us know how to find God. How can we help others find God this week?

· Another idea is to do a “Dora” type game where you put one of their dolls on their bed and say, “Dolly is so sad because she doesn’t know God. Let’s go help her.” Then you have a map with three “obstacles” to overcome in order to help the doll. One could be the monster of disobedience (an ugly stuffed animal or Dad) and he is overcome by reading Matthew 28:19-20 and saying “I will obey God!” Next could be the river of fear (lay a blanket on the floor) and it is overcome by reading Joshua 1:9 and jumping over the river. Lastly could be the pit of laziness (a hallway filled with pillows) and this one is overcome by reading Proverbs 18:9 and resolving to be diligent, fighting through the pillows. Then get to the doll and read John 3:16a and celebrate as the doll is happy now that they know God!
· Then you can discuss how disobedience, fear and laziness keep us from helping people know God.

