I was made for another world!

Bible Talk

TEXT - HEBREWS 11.8-10; 13-16

MAIN IDEA: The more we emphasize our possessions and life on earth, the less we’re concerned about heaven. The more we emphasize heaven, the less we’re concerned with this world and its possessions.
OPENING QUESTION
· What are some of your ‘prized’ possessions? How hard would it be to part with them?

· OR What would be the hardest possession for you to part with? Why?
BACKGROUND
· We know from Genesis, Abraham had accumulated a lot of possessions while living in Haran (Gen 12.5). God calls Abraham to leave his country Haran and travel to a place he is not familiar with. Along his travels, his possessions increased (Gen 13.2) In fact, between Abraham and Lot, their possessions were too much for the land (Gen 13.6). To solve the problem, they part ways and Lot chooses the nicer city. Despite his wealth, Abraham was not bound to it. He always answered the call of God instead the call of the world and its possessions; he was made for another world.
Read Hebrews 11:8-10
· 11: 8 
· What does it mean to “obey” even when you don’t know where you’re going?

· How would you respond if you had to take your wife (if you are married) and all your possessions and travel somewhere unfamiliar? 
· Just the thought of moving for most is not fun. It takes a lot of time and thought to get all your possessions together, etc.

· 11:9
· What do you think it means “he made his home” in this place? 
· How attached do you think Abraham was to his Haran, his home country? 
· How many have visited a foreign country? How many have visited a foreign country in which you didn’t speak the language? 
· What are the difficulties, especially for us as Americans, in visiting or traveling to foreign countries? 

· How hard would it be for you to exchange where you are living now to live in tents? Why? What kind of mindset would it take to make such a transition?
· How hard do you think it was for Abraham to adjust? How hard is it for you to adjust when going from having more to having less?

· 11:10

· What does it mean to look forward to something? 
· What is something you look forward to? 
· How does this explain why Abraham is able to live in tents in a foreign land? 
· Do you think you get more excited about a new TV, phone, car, clothes, vacation, home, etc. than a city whose builder is God? 
· Why is it hard to look forward to heaven?
Read Hebrews 11:13-16
· Does having faith mean we will get we ask for? Why or why not? 
· What does it mean to live as a stranger/alien while on earth? 
· What are practical ways you can live as a stranger/alien? (For example, not attaching ourselves to the things that the world does: possessions, fame, power, love, etc.) 
· What are the reasons we don’t live as strangers/aliens? 
· What does it mean to long for something? 
· Why do you think people have trouble longing for heaven? 
· Do you have trouble longing for heaven? 
· What can you do to change?
FINAL CHARGE
· Most of us haven’t experienced the type of change of lifestyle that Abraham did. However, the principles that guided his life are principles we must embrace as well. Certainly there are ‘possessions’ or ‘idols’ in our lives that have too much of our attention. 
· In order to long for heaven, we need to first identify what our ‘idols’ are. 
· In addition, we need to change our mindset. 
· This takes place as we use God’s word to shape the way we think and behave. 
· Break free from the world and long for heaven.
Extend invitation to guests to study the Bible and learn more…
