What is Idolatry? – Family Devotional
Objective: To help redefine what an idol is and to let God determine it and not our culture.
Opening Activity:
· When you think of an idol, what comes to your mind? Let’s play a little game and see!

· We’re going to play the Word Association Game! Here’s how you play: 
· Instruct all your family members to close their eyes. The leader is going to say a list of words and, after each word, the rest of the family will write down the first thing that comes to their mind (you can say it out loud if you have young children). Have some fun with the list by including “Dad”, “Mom” or other words that will get everyone laughing and having fun together. The final word will be “idol.”

· What image came to your mind? Have a discussion about what image came to each person’s mind. Find out why they thought of what they did.

Discussion:
· What is an idol?

· Explain common idea of an idol.

· What does the Bible define as an idol?

· Explain that an idol is something that we value more than God. It is something that controls us by consuming our thoughts, time, and energy. 

· “No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money.”  Matthew 6:24
· What are the things in your life that compete with the Lord to be your master? Why are you tempted to serve them?
The Hidden Idols of Our Culture:
· After you’ve been following Jesus for a while, it can be tempting to look back and convince ourselves that we have successfully rid ourselves of idols with the serious changes we have made.
· “Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us.”  Hebrews 12:1

· There are many things in our lives, the hidden idols of our culture, which hinder us and easily entangle us. 
· Younger kids: The cartoons & the video games you watch & play. Are they violent? 
· Older kids: The movies you watch? Are they pure? How about the video games you play? Are they violent? What kind of lyrics are in your favorite music? What about your clothing; are they modest?

· How do you decide what your standards are for these things? What is pure or modest? How do you decide whether or not a video game is appropriate?
· What about the movies? Does the Motion Picture Association of America decide for us?
· Too often we let our culture be our guide.
· It’s very easy to use the world around us as an excuse for having low standards. 
· By maintaining a comfortable distance between our standards and those of some people around us, we can feel good about ourselves while justifying behavior that isn’t pure and righteous. 
· Illustration for teens & adults: 
· “It’s not that bad that I watch movies with some bad scenes in them, I’m not watching X-Rated stuff like the other guys”.  
· There was an old show named the Dick Van Dyke Show in which the married couple slept in separate twin beds to avoid the appearance of impurity on their television show. Today, many of us routinely watch shows whose main theme is adultery or premarital sex. How did we get from point A to point B?
· This chart explains the problem and illustrates the effect over time.
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· The standard of Jesus is a perfect 10. The red line shows that we may not have the same standard as the world, but look at what happens over time – our standard moves significantly further away from Jesus.
· Why? 
· Because our eyes are fixed on the world, not fixed on Jesus. 
Challenge:
· Discuss the topics of movies, television, music, and clothing with your family. How does everyone feel about the example being set? How do you make decisions about your standards in these areas?
· Make a decision to take your eyes off of the world, to turn around, and fix your eyes on Jesus!

· “Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. “ Hebrews 12:2 

