NEW TESTAMENT SURVEY

Book of the Bible: The Gospel According to Matthew 

Content: ancient biography; composite of several known sources (oral tradition/performance of Jesus’ teachings): 95% of Mark, Q (230 sayings common to Matt. and Luke; temptation narrative/miracles), and Special M (part birth narrative).  Five (6?) blocks of teaching material (5-7;10;13;18;23; 24-25).  Topical.  

Author: Matthew, of “the 12”; for unique contribution, not major role in narrative (common in antiquity)

Date: depends on material in Mark; 70s or 80s.  

Recipients:  Largely Jewish audience, despite much attention is directed to Jesus' deity, a controversial and objectionable position (26:63-66). They received little support from synagogue; questions about Mosaic Law.   

Occasion: Tension/conflict with Jewish communities.  Perseverance in witness to Jesus Messiah (following his own example/teachings). Perform the faith in community; do not shrink back at End of the Age; with Jesus.   

Emphasis: Fulfillment of the Law and Prophets ; The Kingdom of Heaven; Jesus as Messiah (Mashiach) initiates New Covenant; Israel reconstituted around Jesus, the new Moses/Solomon (sapiential: old and new wisdom, 13:52). Jewish king characterized by great wisdom; thus, Jesus is exemplar as Son of David and God.  

A WALK THROUGH (important or prominent themes)

Jesus' Davidic (human) ancestry stressed throughout, starting with 1:1-2, 6, 17 (also, 9.27;12.23; 15.22; 21:9).

"God-with-us" (1:23)"every word coming out through the mouth of God" (4:4) and he "opened his mouth" to teach (5:2).

Old Covenant hopes fulfilled (frequent invocation of Hebrew scriptures, especially first 3 chapters/Psalms and Isaiah).  

Triune God (Jesus as Son included in divine identity): Jesus' baptism (Father speaks, Spirit "rests"); baptize in "the name" (singular!) of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Trinitarian salvation (Father affirms/sends Son; Son comes to baptize with “Holy Spirit and fire”) consists in (A) deliverance from "sins" (see 1:21); stresses sinful actions, in plural; see 15:19 (all sins are plural in list). This is consistent with gospel references to forgiveness of "debts," (6) "trespasses," (6) and "sins" (9) and "every" sin/blasphemy; except “of the Spirit.”

Salvation consists in (B) rescue from "evil" (neuter) and "the evil one" (masc); thus responsibility AND the one who tempts are addressed: 4; 13.19.   Salvation is also achieved in deliverance from condemnation (11:22-24), perishing (18.14), and wrath (3:7).    

Saved in being pronounced righteous/just because of one's words (12), and more roundly involves entrance into life (18), a life that is eternal, 19.16.   See especially 19:16-30.  

Not simply “saved from,” but saved for a life of discipleship and new community/social order around Jesus: Sermon on the Mount.  The life of God’s people is repentant (3: 1-12), of enemy-love, sharing bread, and exalting the lowly
Relational aspects of salvation/God's reign among people: save straying fellow disciple (18:12-18); see 9:1-8; 18:21-35.

As to human wisdom and prudence, Jesus' "church" (16.18) or "nation" (21.43), consists in nobodies and infants (10.42; 11.25; 18; 25.40, 45).   As the humble and receptive, God saves by his apocalypse of the mysteries of the kingdom (11.25; 13.11); by mercy (5:7); by generosity (19.30-20.16), and by Jesus giving his life as a ransom for many (20.28).  

Jesus as Messiah, Immanuel, Son of God, Son of Man, Lord, and Wisdom that joins heaven and earth.
